
MINUTES  
 

DÚICHE DHÚN GARBHÁN / LIOS MHÓR 
DUNGARVAN AND LISMORE DISTRICT MEETING 

 
HELD ON 9th APRIL, 2018  IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES,  

                                              DUNGARVAN at 2.30pm. 
 
PRESENT:           
 
 Cllr. Tom Cronin 
Cllr. Damien Geoghegan 
 Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell  
Cllr. James Tobin  
Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Declan Doocey 
Cllr. Siobhan Whelan 
  
 
APOLOGIES            
 
Cllr. P Nugent 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:         
   

Mr. I. Grimes, Director of Services, Housing, Community & Emergency 
Mr. F. Reidy, A/Director of Services, Corporate, Culture, HR & IS 
Mr. G. Hynes, Senior Engineer, Roads 
Mr. Jim O’Mahony, Senior Planner 
Ms. J. McGrath, Senior Executive Engineer, Roads 

 Mr. R. Moloney, Senior Executive Officer, Environment 
 Ms. S. Walsh, Senior Staff Officer, Corporate   
 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY         
 
It was unanimously resolved that this Council extends its sympathy to the family of: 
 
Sheila Oakham 
 
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS:         
 
Cllr. Geoghegan congratulated Scoil Mhuire, Abbeyside, on winning the Irish League of Credit Unions 
Schools Quiz 2018   
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES          
 
Minutes of District Meeting held on 12th February 2018 were proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. 
Pratt and agreed. 
 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING          
 
 None 



3. PLANNING 
 

(a) Planning Lists – noted 
 

(b) Unfinished Housing Estates – noted 
 

(c) Material Contravention of Dungarvan Town Development Plan 
               – Planning File Ref. No. 17/677 
 
Proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Tobin 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked that any money received will be ring-fenced for a skateboard park in the area. 
Cllr. Pratt concurred with proposal and welcomes inclusion in landscaped green area. 
I. Grimes, DOS agreed with the suggestion, subject to procedures he supports this proposal. 
  
4. PROGRESS REPORTS 
  
(a) Planning 
 

None. 
 
(b) Roads/Infrastructure 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan enquired about the delay with the roadworks at Ballinroad.   He asked if the Council has 
looked for extra funding to restore deteriorating roads as a result of storms and bad weather.     
Cllr. Pratt agreed with Cllr. Geoghegan.  He questioned the decision made regarding the non-feasibility of 
speed calming measures in Cappoquin and requested the results of the survey.  He asked if a feasibility 
study can be carried out to extend the Greenway to West Waterford (Lismore, Tallow, Cappoquin), he will  
submit as a motion to the Plenary. Cllr. Geoghegan seconded Cllr. Pratt’s proposal - Cllr. Tobin stated he 
would not support this proposal. 
 
Cllr. Tobin said that the farming community has really suffered this winter and roads are in poor condition, 
he asked if the Council can assist the farming community in clearing roads and passages. Some farmers 
cannot afford to pay the 15% to get the LIS community initiative and asked if the Council could do the 
roads now and make arrangements for the farmers to pay the 15% later.  Cllr. Cronin supported Cllr. 
Tobin. Cllr. Tobin reverted and said he will support Cllr. Pratt’s motion.  
Cllr. Whelan asked about the amount of funding allocated to the Ardmore pier and works timeline. 
 
G. Hynes, SE said Ballinroad works will be complete in the next 4-6weeks, weather permitting.  He 
acknowledges concerns re the road surfaces and said the Council could not do the normal patching work 
because of the weather.  The only Department funding received relating to the storms was for clean-up 
costs.  In relation to Cappoquin, as previously advised, a traffic survey was carried out and the result 
agreed with the speed limit already in place (50km).  He will make the results of the survey available.  The 
next stage for the Greenway is Bilberry to Waterford, the old railway line to the West is not in use and 
would be a significant cost to acquire as there is no available corridor. 
  
Cllr. Geoghegan requested a report on the issues as to why it cannot be extended to the West. 
G. Hynes, SE, acknowledges Cllr. Geoghegan’s request and will look at doing a scoping report. He 
acknowledges the issues with the farming community and the 2018 schemes have been selected.  The 
LIS scheme guidelines are laid down by the Department, he will write to them about other possible 
options. An allocation of €150,000 was received to complete the strengthening works at Ardmore Pier, the 
steps from the road down to the pier will be carried out this year.   
 
Cllr. O’Donnell enquired about the works outside the Civic Offices and why the bricks were taken up and 
was there a need for the bus stop. 



J. McGrath, SEE said that the gradient changed to accommodate the accessibility bus stop and resulted 
in the bricks being removed, they will be replaced with the required coloured pavement.  
Cllrs. Pratt, Geogheghan and Cronin supported the works in the area as very positive and needed. 
Cllr. O’Donnell raised concerns about the need for traffic calming at Grange, speed should be reduced to 
60km at the junction. Cllr. Cronin supports Cllr.O’Donnell comments.  
 
G. Hynes, SE acknowledges that it is a dangerous junction but when speed limits were reviewed it was 
not included, TII said the location doesn’t warrant a traffic calming scheme and would cost approx €2m.  
Cllr. O’Donnell said that the Council should insist that the TII do this. 
Cllr. Geoghegan said the Councillors complained about the speed limit in Kilmeaden, got it reduced and 
now are back in complaining that the limit is too low. 
Cllr. Doocey suggested electronic feedback signs for Cappoquin. He requested the Council to ask TII to 
come down to Waterford for a meeting, at least once a year. 
Cllr. Cronin requested an update on Cushcam. 
  
G. Hynes, SE said in relation to Cappoquin and feedback signs, a survey was taken and the results were 
that there was no speed issue.  He will revert re Cushcam at the next district meeting. 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan said that the TII are open to meeting a delegation at least once a year and they met with 
a delegation from Waterford already. 
Cllr. Pratt asked about the possibility of public lighting at Padre Pio, Cappoquin and the GAA pitch and 
the school. 
Cllr. Geoghegan said that the parking situation at Abbeyside particularly Strandside North and South, 
Sexton Street, Upper and Lower King Street and Patricks Tce  is becoming a problem due the success of 
the Greenway, residents are finding it difficult as entrances are being blocked by visitors.     
Cllr. Cronin agrees and said signs were put up on streets but people move on to the next street. 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked if the Council can talk to landowners in the vicinity who might sell or provide their 
land for extra carparking. 
 
G. Hynes, SE acknowledges the issues with the parking and the intention is to come back to the next 
District meeting with bye-laws in this regard. 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked if additional road lining could be done on the streets in the interim. 
Cllr. O’Donnell said that there is a problem with lack of toilet facilities on the Greenway.  
 
G. Hynes, SE said this is a matter of resources and the Greenway committee is looking at it. 
 
(c)  Housing 
 
Cllr. Tobin asked for update on the Council land in Tallow that was taken back by the Housing Agency. 
Cllr. Whelan asked for an update on the housing scheme at Ballinroad as it has been at stage 3 for a long 
time. Required an update on roll out of insulation grants particularly with regard to Congress Villas and 
timeline for decision for eligibility for CBL scheme and notification to applicants.  Cllr not getting emails 
with notifications.  Enquired if there is a planning application for the undeveloped area of Railway 
Gardens and effect on taking in charge process. 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked can the Council get a presentation from Sustainable Energy Ireland in relation to 
the warmer home scheme.  Asked for an update on houses at Kilrush as Salmon Development is gone 
into examinership.  Requested if councillors can get information / training in relation to obligations under 
new Data Protection legislation.  
Cllr. Cronin seconded Cllr. Geoghegan’s proposal to bring Sustainable Energy Ireland in for a 
presentation. 
Cllr. Doocey agrees with the comments on the insulation grants and said the criteria and the application 
forms are complicated but it is an excellent scheme.  He also said that in regard to the CBL scheme there 
were 5,800 views but there are very few houses available, also getting repairs to houses now seems to 
favour the bigger contractors as they can tender for 30 or 50 houses at a time and the small self-
employed tradesmen cannot compete. 



I Grimes, DOS said in relation to the land at Tallow the Housing Agency would have been given the task 
to take into its control the loans for many Councils in the country and yes the Council can get the land 
back and is looking at this area and other smaller towns.  The Council has to put the proposal to the 
Agency in this regard. Cllr. Tobin asked that the proposal be put immediately to the Housing Agency in 
this regard.   Stage 3 in relation to Ballinroad means we are about to get approval from the Department to 
go to tender and this is the next step.   The turnkey project in Dungarvan is a private development being 
built by a private developer and he has agreed to sell the entire development to the Council.  
Referring to Salmon Development going into examinership, the Council’s contract is with the principal 
contractor Woodford CFS who has no financial difficulties so it won’t affect the development   
I Grimes will contact SEAI to invite them to make a presentation to the Council.  The CBL scheme 
timeframe for allocation is not that long but there are other factors in the process, e.g. anti-social 
behaviour checks and other issues have to be cleared so this can cause delays, due to the volume they 
cannot notify everyone who wasn’t successful but he will put a notice on the website that the property has 
been allocated.  He will follow-up about the issuing of emails regarding the allocations.  
Planning permission for Railway Gardens should not affect the taking in charge of the estate.   In relation 
to the impact of the new legislation on Data Protection a presentation in this regard would be useful for 
Councillors. He said 5,800 hits were made on CBL site but this is not the number of applicants as multiple 
views are made by individuals.  He confirmed there will be over 100 houses delivered in the city and 
county this year and the Repair and Lease scheme is working well, the Council is also looking at Buy and 
Repair schemes.  In relation to the procurement for the repair of Council’s voids, the object of the process 
is to improve the turnaround time for our voids and reduce the costs. 
 
Cllr. O’Donnell said that the Ballinroad housing estate won’t be possible as planning permission won’t be 
granted. 
 I Grimes, DOS said that planning permission has been granted for these houses and work will 
commence in the second half of this year.   There is no issue with the development. 
J O’Mahony, Senior Planner confirmed that this is a Part 8 process; it therefore cannot be appealed to An 
Bord Pleanala  
 
Cllr. Geoghegan said there was a spike in notices to terminate private tenancies and this is an affect of 
the Greenway success and Landlords wanting to sell their properties or sign up to Air BnB. 
I Grimes, DOS said yes this is one of the factors and with the pick-up of the property market he can see it 
in other areas, e.g  HAP, RAS. 
 
Cllr. Cronin asked about Estuary Heights which is boarded up  
I Grimes, DOS said this is due to resume construction. 
  
 (d)  Environment 
 
Cllr. Pratt said Lismore Tidy towns re-using cups is an idea that should be extended out to other areas.  
Cllr. Whelan asked about litter picking on rural roads especially near Master McGrath and Colligan.  Also 
re voter registration, what are the dates and why do voters have to get the Gardai to sign the form. 
Cllr. Geoghean replied that this is an anomaly in the system as to go on the Supplement the form has to 
be signed by the Gardai whereas to go on the register at any other time this is not required.   
 
S. Walsh SSO said that the supplementary register is open now and postal/special voters must register 
before 28th April, and ordinary voters register before 8th May. 
 
Cllr. Whelan said that people have voted in a referendum and then in a subsequent election were not on 
the register. 
Cllr. Cronin asked for clarification on who takes people off the register. 
S. Walsh, SSO said that the council only take people off the register on instruction from Fieldworkers or 
family of a deceased person. 
Cllr. Tobin there should be a system to remove people, especially deceased people from the register. 
Cllr. O’Donnell said that information from the Census should be used for the register.   



I Grimes, DOS said that the information gathered for the Census is exclusively for the Census only and 
cannot be used for any other. 
 
Cllr. Doocey proposed the Council write to the Department of Environment to simplify the Register of 
Electors system and become automatically registered at 18 years of age based on your PPSN. He also 
supports the tidy towns re-useable cups initiative and requested Council to get the delis, and service 
stations and forecourts to give a discount if cups are returned.      
Cllr. Tobin said all our eggs in the ‘Greenway’ basket in West Waterford, we have lost 2 very prestigious 
events in West Waterford, the Sean Kelly Tour and the Camphire Horse Trials and can the Council do 
anything as these two major international events brought a lot into the county and they should not be lost. 
Cllr. Pratt and Cllr. Geoghegan concurred with Cllr. Tobin’s comments.  
 
F Reidy, A/DOS said that there have been successes in tourism both the City and County over the last 
number of years and he will engage with the Economic Directorate to explore and review what 
opportunities are out there. 
Cllr. Tobin proposed that in the meantime the Council should consider supporting the Camphire Horse 
Trials and write to Horse Racing Ireland and ask them to reconsider their support of the trials. 
Cllr. Doocey confirmed he will pass on details to F. Reidy, A/DOS. 
Cllr. Pratt seconded Cllr. Tobin’s proposal 
Cllr. Tobin said that the Council used to give it a grant under Festivals and Events 
 
I Grimes, DOS said that the Plenary voted on the allocation of Festival and Events grants allocation early 
in the year. 
 
Cllr. Tobin said that they hadn’t put in an application for funding this year. 
 
R. Moloney, SEO said that the Council’s Environmental Education Officer is working on a pilot initiative  
on the Conscious Cup campaign (National) on the re-usable cups with Lismore and Kilmacthomas tidy 
towns and are identifying retailers within their area.  He said in relation to litter picking on rural roads the 
Council the Council has received an allocation under the anti-dumping initiative to modify one of its road 
sweepers to add a vacuum device to enable it to vacuum up the rubbish (plastic litter/cups) from the 
verges and this will take the labour out of it and this will improve the situation.  The Council also launched 
a roadside litter campaign on 21st March, 2018 called ‘all roads lead home’ with a slogan ‘bin it don’t  fling 
it’ and  in relation to the Camphire Horse Trials the Environment Section provided grant aid to them under 
the Greening of Festivals, for waste segregation on  the site. 
 
(e) Economic 
      None  
 
5. Presentation on Logging Public Lighting Faults - Deadsure App 
 
Presentation given by Gabriel Hynes, S.E.(Roads).  
 
Cllr. Pratt asked about lights at the Garda Station, out towards Padre Pio Rest Home (N72) and in Tallow 
(by soccer pitch and the new cafe) that require lighting. 
 
G. Hynes, SE said in relation to new public lights the allocation for the district is €25,000. He advised 
Councillors to email J McGrath, SEE who will develop a list prioritising the areas for new public lights – 
this will be brought back to members for agreement. He will add Cllr. Pratt’s two requests to the list, in 
relation to the lights on the N72 this is a regional national secondary road and is funded by the TII, J. 
McGrath, SEE is in discussion with them in relation to extending the funding to Cappoquin at Padre Pio. 
 
6. Correspondence 
 
None 



 
7.  Notices of Motion 
 
None 
 
8.  AOB 
  
Cllr. Pratt wished Cllr. Geoghegan, as President, the best with the AILG conference this weekend. 
Cllr. Geoghegan replied that he is delighted to host the AILG conference in Dungarvan.  He also wanted 
to take the opportunity to wish Fearghal Reidy well in his new role as A/Director and wish Ivan Grimes 
well in his new role as Manager of the Comeragh District. 
Cllr. O’Donnell said he is in favour of the development of Fraher field, Dungarvan as it is a good location 
in the middle of the county. 
Cllr. Cronin said there is no proposal by the County Board to do anything with Fraher field and the 
decision is not for the Council. 
  
Meeting concluded. 
 
 
 
Signed:_____________________ Cathaoirleach  Dated:_______________________ 
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